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ing forward, not backward. What they both
wanted was a Chief-of-Staff who would loyally
support not his own fancies but the policy of the
Government Wilson's opposition was too
openly declared for the idea of his appointment
to such a position to be entertained.
Murray was replaced in January by Sir Wil-
liam Robertson. Unlike Wilson the new Chief-
of-Staff had not committed himself to loud pro-
phecies and assertions. Though convinced of
the necessity of keeping up the pressure as far
as possible he preferred to study the means at
his disposal before deciding on action. He was
not one of the " push push" enthusiasts who
flung attacks about piece-meal without artillery
preparation, without reserves, without any kind
of considered plans. Above all he was a man
of unwavering loyally. He expected, though
he did not always get, a definite statement of
the Cabinet's poficy; so far as he got it, he sup-
ported it without reserve. If he thought the
policy wrong, he was not slow to speak his
mind. But he never did so except to his
superiors. No junior officer, no French General,
ever heard from his lips abuse of those in
authority such as Henry Wilson poured out so
cheerfully. He held the appointment of Chief-
of-Staff till December 1915, when Kitchener
called him to the War Office.
Wilson became liaison officer with French
Headquarters, and it must be admitted that his
work in that capacity was of real value. Rela-
tions between ourselves and our gallant Allies
had not been improved by the events of 1914.
On our side of the Channel we knew little about